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Conservation Monitoring Practices
Monitoring is the regular and systematic gathering of information about a conserved property to detect changes and to ensure the property is being used in accordance with the legal restrictions placed on it.  

All BLCT conserved properties are monitored at least twice annually. More frequent, informal monitoring “drive-bys” of properties with a greater potential for violation may occur, but landowners can expect one regular monitoring visit contact a year.  

Steps in Monitoring
1. Review the BDR or material about the property.  When you sign up to become a volunteer steward you are given a copy of the Baseline Document Report (BDR) for your assigned property that can be brought into the field with you on the monitoring visit.  Reading through the baseline documentation report and past monitoring reports will inform you of significant areas to check on in the field.  

2. Inspect the conserved property.  Bring copies of maps into the field to guide you along the property boundaries and the principal parts of the property that have made its conservation significant.

3. Fill out a monitoring report.  Provide written documentation of what was seen and heard, changes that have occurred, and potential problems.  The more details you include, the better.  Monitoring reports are filed in the property’s stewardship records of the BLCT.

4. Photograph the site.  If possible, take photographs of the site and be sure to document each photograph.  Identify on a map where the photograph was taken and what is in the photo.  

5. If you happen to discover an activity that appears to be a violation, please remember your role as a volunteer steward is to observe and report.  Do your best to determine if the suspected violation is occurring on the conserved property.  Take notes on the activity and location.  Take photos if you feel comfortable doing so.  Contact stewardship chairperson at BLCT as soon as possible.
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6. Thank you for your commitment to our conserved landscape! 
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